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Westminster United Church 
1680 Dougall Avenue, 
Windsor, ON    N8X 1S3 
Tel: 519-258-1471 
Email: westmin@mnsi.net 
Website: https://www.westminsterunited.org  
  
 Sunday, February 25, 2024 – The Second Sunday in Lent 
 
Pianist/Accompanist: Wilma Stewart 
Song Leaders & Soloist: Kathleen Paterson & Bev Marshall 
Singing Bowl: Wilma Stewart/Sandi McDonald 
Reader: Doug Burt 
Audio-Visual: Norm Barnoff, Jeanne Stocks 
YouTube Editor: Harold Barnoff 
Property: Garry Derbowka 
Bulletin: Rose Barkhouse 
Minister: Rev. Del Stewart 
 
Worship and Celebration: In-person, Zoom-church and YouTube 
 
*indicates please stand, if able 
 
Gathering Music 
 
Westminster’s Mission Statement  
  
Westminster United Church is an inclusive church for Progressive 
Christians... 
creating something beautiful for God. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Acknowledgement of Territory 
  
Westminster United Church sits on the traditional territory of the Three 
Fires Confederacy of First Nations, which includes the Ojibwa, the Odawa, 
and the Potawatomie. We respect the longstanding relationships with First 
Nations people in this place in the100-mile Windsor-Essex Peninsula and 
the straits – les detroits – of Detroit.   

mailto:westmin@mnsi.net
https://www.westminsterunited.org/
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ENTRY INTO WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION (Lent 2B, 
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/, adapted – Responsive 
 
Min: Lent calls us to journey, this and every day,  
following Jesus as he leads us. 
Lent calls us to journey: 
 
People: to the place where God meets with us,  
where we may know who we truly are. 
 
Min: Lent calls us to worship together,  
to tell future generations God’ good news. 
Lent calls us to practice justice: 
 
People: to bring God’s hope to all people. 
 
Min: Lent brings us to faithful living,  
to trust the One who gives us life. 
Lent calls us to take up our cross: 
 
People: to trust the One who bears it with us. 
 
Min: Lent calls us to journey with God. 
 
People: Let us worship God,  
who walks with us,  
this day and every day.... 
 
Choral Response:  MV 14, Where Two or Three Are Gathered  
 
Words of Awareness ( (liturgybits.com) – adapted – Responsive 
 
Min: We gather to hear God. 
 
People: Oh God! Speak to us! 
 
Min: We gather to grow into God’s ways. 
 
People: Oh Jesus! Teach us! 
 

https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/
https://liturgybits.com/page/6/
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Min: We gather to find God’s peace. 
 
People: Oh Spirit! Surround us in your love... 
 
The singing bowl is sounded three times 
 
Opening Prayer (St. Benedict, https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/, 
adapted) – Min 
 
Gracious and Holy God,  
throughout this Lenten Season,  
give us wisdom to recognize you,  
intelligence to understand you,  
diligence to seek you,  
patience to wait for you, 
eyes to see you,  
a heart to meditate on you, 
and a life to proclaim you. 
In the name of the Living Spirit of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn: VU 288, Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
A Lenten Meditation 
 
“Some Dare to Correct Jesus” – a prayer-poem by Rev. Bruce Prewer 
(Lent 2B, 2002, http://www.bruceprewer.com, adapted) – Min 
 
Jesus, your teaching seems okay  
when taken in small doses,  
but sometimes you’re fanatical  
and get right up our noses. 
My life’s my own to spend at will  
in ways each mood expresses. 
I’m not some mad religious type  
who goes to wild excesses. 
I aim to be most reasonable  
not looking for excuses. 
Belief is okay in its place  
and the church has its uses. 
So no more of this gloomy talk  

https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/
http://www.bruceprewer.com/
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of suffering and losses. 
You cannot really mean that stuff  
about us carrying crosses... 
 
Quiet reflection 
 
A Hymn from Our Childhood & Youth:  VU 340, Jesus, Friend of Little 
Children 
 
An Affirmation of Faith  – Responsive 
 
“I Have Seen God” (by Del Stewart) 
 
Min: I have seen God –  

 serving supper to hungry and homeless persons at the Downtown Mission, 

 welcoming a refugee family to their new home in Canada, 

People: blowing snow from an elderly neighbour’s driveway. 
 
Min: I have seen God -  

 assembling a miniature kitchen as a gift for their granddaughter’s 

second birthday, 

 sharing an orange with a rag-a-muffin kid, 

People: lending support to a hospital patient who has chosen MAID. 
 
Min: I have seen God –  

 teaching delighted foreign university students how to ice skate, 

 standing tall at a climate justice rally, speaking truth to power, 

People: taking hot soup to a lonely and housebound senior. 
 
Min: I have seen God -  

 rejoicing at the birth of their new baby, 

 weeping for little ones in war-torn countries, 

People: lending a helping hand to a stranger who slipped and fell on an icy 
sidewalk. 
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Min: I have seen God - 

 sharing laughter with a lifelong friend, 

 swapping stories from yesteryear with another old timer,  

People: speaking words of comfort to a hospice patient and his brave but 
heartbroken spouse. 
 
Min: I have seen God – 

 standing up, and speaking up, for street people at a City 

Council meeting,  

 demanding justice for trafficked girls and women,  

People: advocating on behalf of exploited and marginalized migrant 
workers. 
 
Min: Yes, indeed, I have seen God.  
I saw God yesterday.  
I saw God today,  
and I will see God again tomorrow, 
 
People: for God is seen in the good we do... 
 
Quiet reflection 
 
The Peace 
 
Min: May a heart of peace rest with you, 
 
People: and also with you.  
 
Choral Response: VU 376, Spirit of the Living God 
 
READINGS (Doug Burt) 
 
From the Hebrew Scriptures 
 
Psalm 22, Parts Three and Four, VU p. 746 – Responsive 
 
Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 (Inclusive Bible - edited) 
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When Abram was ninety-one years old, Yahweh appeared and said, “I am 
the Almighty One. Walk in my presence and be blameless. I will make a 
covenant between you and me, and I will increase your numbers 
exceedingly. 
 
Abram fell on his face before God, and God said to him, “This is my 
covenant with you: You will be the ancestor of many nations. You are no 
longer to be called Abram, “Respected Parent”, but Abraham “Progenitor of 
a Multitude”, for you are the progenitor of a multitude of nations. I will make 
you most fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and rulers will spring from 
you. I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me 
and you, and your descendants after you for generations to come. I will be 
your God, and the God of descendants after you.  
 
God continued, “As for Sarai, her name will now be Sarah, “Noblewoman”. I 
will bless her, and I will give you a child by her. I will bless her, and she will 
become nations; rulers of people will come from her.” 
 
From the New Testament  
 
Mark 8:31-38 (SV) 
 
Jesus started teaching them that the son of Adam was destined to suffer a 
great deal, and be rejected by the elders and ranking priests and the 
scholars, and be killed, and after three days rise.  And he would say this 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to lecture him. But he turned, 
noticed his disciples, and reprimanded Peter verbally: “Get out of my sight, 
you, Satan, you, because you’re not thinking in God’s terms, but in human 
terms.” 
 
After he had called the crowd together with his disciples, he said to them, 
“Those who want to come after me should deny themselves, pick up their 
cross, and follow me! Remember, those who try to save their own life are 
going to lose it, but those who lose their life [for my sake] and for the sake 
of the good news are going to save it. After all what good does it do a 
person to acquire the whole world and pay for it with life. Or, what would a 
person give in exchange for life? 
 
“Moreover, those who are ashamed of me and my message in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the son of Adam will likewise be 
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ashamed when he comes in His Father’s glory accompanied by holy 
angels...” 
 
A Contemporary Reading  
 
An Excerpt from “Jesus Second Call to Discipleship” by Ched Myers 
(February 26, 2015, https://radicaldiscipleship.net) - edited 
 
The cross was not a religious icon in first century Palestine, nor was “taking 
up the cross” a metaphor for personal anguish. 
 
Crucifixion had only one connotation: the vicious form of capital punishment 
reserved by imperial Rome for political dissidents. Crosses were a common 
sight at the time Mark wrote, amidst the Jewish insurrection of 66-70 A.D. 
In contrast to Judean nationalists who were recruiting patriots to “take up 
the sword” against Rome, Mark’s Jesus invited disciples to “take up the 
cross” 
 
Reflections on Today’s Readings – Min 
 
May these words bless us, 
and may our words be a blessing to others. 
 
Centering 
 
Let us now prayerfully center our hearts, our minds and our lives   
as we listen to this musical meditation played by Wilma Stewart... 
 
Musical Meditation (Wilma Stewart) 
 
Sermon: “Taking Up the Cross” (Rev. Del Stewart) 
 
*Hymn:  VU 560, O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee 
 
A Prayer for the Second in Lent (Lent 2B, 
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/, - adapted) – Responsive 
 
Min: God of Life and all things living,  
we give thanks for your unbounded love  
which gives us hope in face of death,  

https://radicaldiscipleship.net/
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/
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courage in the face of our fears,  
light in the darkness of despair. 
On this Second Sunday of Lent,  
we remember and pray for the innocent and vulnerable children and adults 
pressed into the horror of war. 
And we remember and pray for those traumatized by the relentless drive of 
human abuse, self-obsession, violence, greed and hatred. 
 
People: God of Life, hear our prayer. 
 
Min: We remember that Jesus was moved to tears by the needs of others: 
so today, we pray for victims of prejudice and injustice,  
those taunted, despised or slandered simply because of their skin colour, 
their sexuality, their ethnicity, their social standing or outward appearance; 
those robbed of dignity by an unwillingness to celebrate difference, those 
who suffer bullying in word and deed, in-person and on social media. 
 
People: God of Life, hear our prayer. 
 
Min: We remember that you restored to life those who were sick:  
those in pain,  
those without hope of recovery,  
those distressed in mind, 
those held prisoner by unseen chains of hopelessness,  
those who grieve and cannot let go,  
those robbed of peace and long for your loving presence. 
 
People: God of Life, hear our prayer. 
 
Min: We pray too for ourselves, and the concerns we have. 
O God of Life, we now offer our silent prayers and our lives to you, trusting 
the love shown in Jesus... 
 
Silent prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer - Unison 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
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thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 THE OFFERING 
 
Invitation (based on Heather Christensen, https://www.uua.org, adapted) 
 
Since its formation in 1925, the United Church of Canada has had a grand 
vision of a world filled with peace and justice, love and joy.  
That vision is embodied in this denomination’s congregations large, small 
and in-between.  
No matter its size, every local church depends on the generosity of its 
members. 
Each one of you, by your commitment of time, energy and money helps to 
make that vision a reality.  
Individually and together we are followers of Jesus working together to 
build a world filled with peace and justice, love and joy 
 
*Offertory Hymn: MV 191, What Can I Do (please feel free to clap as you 
sing) 
 
*Presentation of the Offering 
  
*Offertory Prayer: (Carol Penner, https://carolpenner.typepad.com, 
adapted) 
 
O God, we worship you with our words and our songs, and we praise you 
with our money. Everything we have is yours, and these gifts and offerings 
are signs of your kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.  
 
*Closing Hymn:  VU 337, Blessed Assurance 
 
*Parting Words (https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au – adapted) 

https://www.uua.org/
https://carolpenner.typepad.com/
https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/
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The time has come for us to leave this place of Lenten worship. 
Go in peace.  
May Creativity-God renew in us the creative spirit that brings healing and 
life. 
May the Living Spirit of Jesus sustain us in boundless grace,  
and fill us with courage to be bearers of hope in the world... 
 
The singing bowl is sounded three times 
 
*Blessing (https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au, adapted) – Min 
 
May the love of God embrace you,  
the Way of Jesus challenge you,  
and the wisdom of the Spirit renew you... 
 
*Choral Response: VU 967, Amen 

 

https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/

